The first thing noticed is reddening and smarting of the conjunctiva, but this soon passes off, the pupil then begins to dilate and soon after the power of accommodation is lost.
The whole action is very slow, and it is sometimes three days before the effect of a single application has passed off. "We may conclude that gelsemium sempervirens !is of no use as a therapeutic agent. At one time it was thought that possibly it might be useful for ophthalmic surgery, but it is too irritating, and its action is too slow for it to be of any practical value as a mydriatic. 'Practitioner, July, 1893. 
